
 

Short guide for doctors notes K level CODE 8.2015 

K1 - Lower extremity prosthesis functional Level 1 - has the ability or potential to use a 
prosthesis for transfers or ambulation on level surfaces at fixed cadence. Typical of the 
limited and unlimited household ambulator 
 
Functional need for a prosthesis over a wheelchair or power mobility device 
 
 
Overall health benefits from use of a prosthesis (ex. weight loss, exercise, independent 
living) 
 
 
Problems with current prosthesis 
 
 
History of conditions relevant to functional deficits that prevent the patient from 
walking in the community 
 
 
Symptoms & Diagnoses limiting ambulation and how use of a prosthesis will help (vs. a 
wheelchair or power mobility device) 
 
 
Co-morbidities impacting function or requiring the use of a prosthesis over other 
mobility devices  
 
 
Description of ADLs that require a prosthesis 
 
 
Documentation of recent weight loss/gain 
 
Does the patient have cardiopulmonary capacity and musculoskeletal capability to use 
a prosthesis?  If not, is there a plan to improve with use of a prosthesis?  What tests 
or measures were used to assess this? 
 
 
Balance & coordination is at a level that allows use of a prosthesis?  What tests or 
measures were used to assess this? 
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K2 - Lower extremity prosthesis functional Level 2 - has the ability or potential for 
ambulation with the ability to traverse low level environmental barriers such as curbs, 
stairs, or uneven surfaces. Typical of the limited community ambulator 
 
Functional need for use of a prosthesis 
 
 
Overall health benefits from use of a prosthesis (vs. wheelchair or power mobility 
device or crutches) 
 
 
Problems with the current prosthesis and resultant functional limitations 
-Or- 
Specific activities and frequency of those activities prior to amputation the patient 
desires to return to after amputation 
 
 
Is there any medical reason to expect the patient will NOT return to those activities? 
 
 
Co-morbidities impacting function or requiring the use of a prosthesis (or new 
prosthetic components) 
 
 
Description of ADL’s that require a prosthesis 
 
 
Documentation of recent weight loss/gain 
 
 
Does the patient have cardiopulmonary capacity and musculoskeletal capability to use 
a prosthesis daily?  If not, is there a plan to improve by using a prosthesis?  What tests 
or measures were used to assess this? 
 
 
Balance and coordination are sufficient for use of a prosthesis?  What tests or 
measures were used to assess this?  
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K3 - Lower extremity prosthesis functional Level 3 - has the ability or potential for 
ambulation with variable cadence. Typical of the community ambulator who has the 
ability to traverse most environmental barriers and may have vocational, therapeutic, 
or exercise activity that demands prosthetic utilization beyond simple locomotion 
 
Functional need for use of a prosthesis with components that allow use outdoors, on 
stairs and slopes, and frequent mild exercise (i.e. walking, yoga, gym equipment) 
 
 
Overall health benefits from use of a prosthesis (vs. wheelchair or power mobility 
device or crutches) 
 
 
Problems with the current prosthesis and resultant functional limitations 
-Or- 
Specific activities and frequency of those activities prior to amputation the patient 
desires to return to after amputation.   
 
 
Is there any medical reason to expect the patient will NOT return to those activities? 
 
 
History of present conditions relevant to functional limitations of mobility 
 
 
Co-morbidities impacting function or requiring the use of a prosthesis (or new 
prosthetic components) 
 
 
Description of ADL’s that require a prosthesis 
 
 
Documentation of recent weight loss/gain 
 
Does the patient have cardiopulmonary capacity and musculoskeletal capability to use 
a prosthesis daily?  If not, is there a plan to improve by using a prosthesis?  What tests 
or measures were used to assess this? 
 
 
Balance and coordination are sufficient for use of a prosthesis?  What tests or 
measures were used to assess this? 
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K4- Lower extremity prosthesis functional Level 4 - has the ability or potential for 
prosthetic ambulation that exceeds basic ambulation skills, exhibiting high impact, 
stress, or energy levels. Typical of the prosthetic demands of the child, active adult, or 
athlete 
 
Functional need for use of a prosthesis with enhanced components and capabilities 
(vs. a typical prosthesis used for daily activities and mild exercise) 
 
 
Overall health benefits from use of a prosthesis (vs. wheelchair or power mobility 
device or crutches) 
 
 
Problems with the current prosthesis and resultant functional limitations 
-Or- 
Specific activities and frequency of those activities prior to amputation the patient 
desires to return to after amputation.   
 
 
Is there any medical reason to expect the patient will NOT return to those activities? 
 
 
History of present conditions relevant to functional limitations of mobility 
 
 
Co-morbidities impacting function or requiring the use of a prosthesis (or new 
prosthetic components) 
 
 
Description of ADL’s that require a prosthesis 
 
 
Documentation of recent weight loss/gain 
 
Does the patient have cardiopulmonary capacity and musculoskeletal capability to use 
a prosthesis daily?  If not, is there a plan to improve by using a prosthesis?  What tests 
or measures were used to assess this? 
 
 
Balance and coordination are sufficient for use of a prosthesis?  What tests or 
measures were used to assess this? 


